




3. Complete all remaining PYP courses with at least a (D) grade.
4. Students who waive all English and Mathematics PYP courses through 

promotion exams or international examinations as per PSU regulations 
will be exempted from the remaining PYP courses and will be transferred 
to the college level immediately. 

5. Students who have completed the PYP at another university in the 
Kingdom, in addition to 12 credit hours from any academic program, or 
those who have completed 12 credit hours from any academic program 
from outside the Kingdom will be exempted from the PYP and will be 
transferred to the college level immediately.

Partially completing the PYP:
1. A student may register for one or more university requirement courses 

(general courses) if they have completed some of the PYP English and 
Math courses. However, the student cannot  register for major courses 
or move to the college level unless they have completed all PYP courses 
as specified above and have officially moved to the college level. 

2. If a student waives one or more PYP English, Math, or Computer courses 
based on the promotion criteria, they are considered to have partially 
passed PYP and must complete the remaining courses.

3. If the transferred student completed PYP from another university, they 
can be exempted from the Intensive English Program (IEP) and the first 
level of Preparatory Year Program (PYP). They are eligible to take the 
second level of ENG and MATH promotion exams. If the student passes 
both promotion exams, they will waive all PYP courses and be placed in 
the college level; otherwise, the student must complete the remaining 
PYP courses.

4. If the student studied in a local university that does not offer PYP and 
completed at least 20 credit hours from any program, they can be 
exempted from the Intensive English Program (IEP) and the first level 
of Preparatory Year Program (PYP). They are eligible to take the second 
level of ENG and MATH promotion exams. If the student passes both 
promotion exams, they will waive all PYP courses and be placed in the 
college level; otherwise, the student must complete the remaining PYP 
courses.
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English placement test for new students and the criteria of waiving PYP 
English Courses: 
Students will be placed in the suitable level of English courses based on 
the students’ scores in the English Placement Test (EPT) or any of the 
international tests as follows: 

Students can be placed in different levels according to the following 
criteria: 
1. Students who are identified as having low-level of English language 

proficiency, according to the Common European Framework of 
Reference A1 (CEFR) or who score less than 50 marks in the English 
Placement Test (EPT) will be enrolled in the Intensive English Program 
(IEP) as shown in Table No. (1). However, students might be exempted 
from the IEP based on the criteria outlined in Table (2).

2. Students who demonstrate a high level of English language proficiency 
may have the opportunity to be exempted from one or more PYP courses 
as outlined in the tables (2) and (6).

3. Graduates of international schools in Saudi Arabia or those who have 
received the International Baccalaureate Diploma (IBD) or American 
Diploma will be exempted from the following English language courses: 
ENG010, ENG020, and ENG040. They will also have the opportunity to 
be exempted from ENG030 through the Prince Sultan University English 
promotion exam or through the TOEFL, IELTS, or SAT tests according to 
the criteria listed below.

English Language Proficiency Test (EPT)
The English Placement Test (EPT) produced by the National Center 
for Assessment (Qiyas) is linked and based on the Common European 
Framework of Reference (CEFR). The test is designed to identify the 
language learner’s ability based on levels ranging from Beginner (A1) to 
Upper-Intermediate (B2).

Content
The test measures student’s level of English language proficiency through 
80 multiple-choice questions distributed among the following components:
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• Linguistic structures: (40) questions.
• Reading comprehension: (20) questions.
• Written analysis: (20) questions.

The test has a maximum allotted time of 90 minutes.

Question distribution
The range and level of questions are distributed according with the needs 
of Prince Sultan University’s Preparatory Year Program (PYP). The learning 
outcomes of this program are aligned with the Common European 
Framework of Reference (CEFR) according to the following:
• Intermediate level (exit ENG010- ENG020): (B2) 
• Upper-Intermediate level (exit ENG040- ENG030): (B2)

Promotion Tests for English Courses at Prince Sultan University
Promotion Tests for English Courses at Prince Sultan University are one-
time tests that allow students to be exempted from the following courses:

• (ENG010) and (ENG020) courses.
• (ENG030) and (ENG040) courses. 

The test with a duration of 90 minutes is held on both the male and female 
campuses, and it is updated periodically.

Students who achieve 80% or more on the English language Placement 
Test (EPT) will be eligible to sit for the Promotion Test (this applies to new 
students only).

The PSU English Promotion Test requires test takers to write one five-
paragraph essay from a selected academic topic.
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Exemption from English PYP Courses

Student’s (EPT) score Exempted 
courses Courses student begins to study

0-49% Not 
applicable

Intensive English Courses:
• IENG001
• IENG002

50-79%
Intensive 
English 
Courses

• ENG010
• ENG020
• ENG030 
• ENG040

80-100%
Students who score 
between 80% and 100% on 
EPT are permitted to take 
the promotion test, but 
they will not be exempted 
from any courses until 
they achieve a score on 
the promotion test that 
determines the courses 
they are exempt from

Based on the 
promotion 
test score, 
exempted 
courses are 
determined

Based on the promotion tests 
score, the courses to be studied 
are determined

Table (1)

Table (2): Exemption from Course (IENG001 & IENG002)

Table (3): Exemption from Course (ENG010)
The student is exempted from this course if they achieve the minimum 
score in any of the exams according to the following table.

The test

Academic IELTS * TOEFL (iBT) EPT

Minimum grade Overall grade: 4 Overall grade: 31 50 

The test

Academic IELTS * TOEFL (iBT) IGCSE 
English SAT Promotion 

Test

Min-
imum 
grade

Reading: 5
Writing: 5

Overall grade: 4.5

Reading: 4 to 7
Writing: 14 to 17
Overall grade: 34

Grade 
B

1100-
1149

Grade: B
Ratio: 60-79
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Table (4): Exemption from Course (ENG020)
The student is exempted from this course if they achieve the minimum 
score in any of the exams according to the following table.

Table (5): Exemption from Course (ENG030)**
The student is exempted from this course if they achieve the minimum 
score in any of the exams according to the following table.

Table (6): Exemption from Course (ENG040)**
The student is exempted from this course if they achieve the minimum 
score in any of the exams according to the following table.

The test

Academic IELTS * TOEFL (iBT) IGCSE 
English SAT Promotion 

Test

Min-
imum 
grade

Listening: 5
Speaking: 5

Overall grade: 4.5

Listening: 4 to 6
Speaking: 14 to 15
Overall grade: 34

Grade 
B

1100-
1149

Grade: B
Ratio: 60-79

The test

Academic IELTS * TOEFL (iBT) IGCSE 
English SAT Promotion 

Test

Min-
imum 
grade

Reading: 5.5
Writing: 5.5

Overall grade: 5

Reading: 8 to 12
Writing: 18 to 20
Overall grade: 45

Grade 
A or A 
star

1150 
and 

above

Grade: A
Ratio: 80 and 

above

The test

Academic IELTS * TOEFL (iBT) IGCSE 
English SAT Promotion 

Test

Min-
imum 
grade

Listening: 5.5
Speaking: 5.5

Overall grade: 5

Listening: 7 to 12
Speaking: 16 to 17
Overall grade: 45

Grade 
A or A 
star

1150 
and 

above

Grade: A
Ratio: 80 and 

above

* For the TOEFL test, only the computer-based test (iBT) is accepted, and 
other types of tests such as the paper-based test are not accepted.
** The student must be exempted from (ENG030) and (ENG040) courses 
to be able to register for ENG 101 in the Freshmen level.
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Promotion Through Standard International Examinations

Conditions and limitations:
• Students who join PSU with a valid TOEFL, IELTS, SAT, or IGCSE score that 

is less than two-years old will be placed according to the tables (2-6) on 
the previous pages.

• IELTS/TOEFL-iBT cannot be used as entry criteria for promotion tests 
unless the student has submitted one official document that satisfies 
the promotion score criteria, which is not more than two years old. In 
this case, the student will be eligible to sit for the promotion test but will 
not be automatically promoted.

• Only the Academic IELTS will be considered for exemption from any PYP 
English course. The general IELTS or the online IELTS is not accepted.

• All submitted scores must be from a single test and presented on a single 
document. Combinations of separate test scores will not be admissible. 

• Only one submission of an international exam for the purposes of 
exemption will be allowed per semester, with a maximum of two 
submissions for the duration of a student’s PSU career.

• All IELTS certificates must be validated using the "IELTS Verification 
Service."

• A student who previously received an "F" or "DN" grade in any PYP English 
course at Prince Sultan University cannot be promote out of that course 
using international examinations.

• IGCSE examinations will be considered only if the student has met the 
Ministry of Education's policy of a minimum of twelve years of schooling.

• Registering courses with "IENG 001" and "IENG 002":

 º Students who pass the courses either "IENG 001" or "IENG 002" will 
be eligible to register computer courses (CMP), personal development 
skills (PDS), and physical education (PE).

 º Students registered in both "IENG 001" and "IENG 002" will not be 
allowed to register for any other courses.

78 The Undergraduate Study and Examinations 
By-Law and the Rules of Implementation

for Prince Sultan University - 2023



Time Frame for Submission of
Standard International Examinations Results

Placement and Promotion of English PYP Courses
Through Promotion Exams

A student is eligible to sit for the promotion exam if they earn 80% or above in 
(EPT), as shown in Table (1).
The level to which the student will be promoted is determined based on the 
results of the promotion exams, as specified in the following table. 

The time of 
submitting the result Recommendation

Before the end of the 
first week of classes.

The promotion criteria shall be applied, and the stu-
dent has the right to drop the registered course(s) 
and may also register for a higher-level course(s) if 
they meet the previous requirements (pre-requisite).

After the end of the 
first week and before 
the end of the course 
dropping date with 
a Withdrawn (W) 
grade.

The student has the right to drop the course(s), 
and they cannot register for a new course after this 
phase. The promotion criteria will be applied at the 
beginning of the next semester

After the date of 
dropping a course 
according to the 
approved academic 
calendar.

• The student must continue studying the registered 
course(s), and the grades will be recorded in their 
academic transcript.

• If the student fails (F) or gets a grade of Denial 
(DN) in any of these courses, they must repeat 
that course. Should any promotion criteria still be 
relevant, it will only be applied once the student has 
passed the registered course.

Promotion 
exam score Recommendation

C or less ENG010 and ENG020 
The level of these two courses is equivalent to the Beginner 
level A1 according to the Common European Framework of 
Reference (CFER).

B ENG030 and ENG040.
The level of these two courses is equivalent to the 
Intermediate level B1 according to the Common European 
Framework of Reference (CFER).

A Freshman level 1 courses.
This level is equivalent to the Upper-Intermediate level 
B2 according to the Common European Framework of 
Reference (CFER).
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Math Promotion Exam in PYP
First: A student might be exempted from Math PYP courses if they achieved 
the minimum score in any of the below international examinations.

General (SAT) Test (Grade of 
800 as a maximum for MATH) IGCSE Test

Test Grade Recommendation Test Grade Recommendation

0 - 549 The student must 
take MATH001

B Grade or above in 
O-level

The student is 
eligible to take the 
promotion test for 

MATH001

550-599

The student is eli-
gible to take the 
promotion test 
for MATH001

B Grade or above in 
A-level

 B Grade or above in 
AS-level

The student is 
eligible to waive 
MATH001 and is 

eligible to take the 
promotion test for 

MATH002

600 and 
above

The student is 
eligible to waive 
MATH001 and to 
take the promo-

tion test for 
MATH002

A/A* Grade in A-level
Eligible to waive 

MATH001 and 
MATH002

• The student is eligible to take mathematics promotion test for MATH001 
if they achieve a score of 90 or higher on the General Aptitude Test (GAT) 
or 85 or above on the Standard Achievement Admission Test (SAAT).

• A student is eligible to take mathematics promotion test for MATH002 if 
they achieve a grade of (A+) in MATH001.

• If a student is exempted from all English and Mathematics courses in the 
PYP, they are exempted from the entire PYP program.

• A student who previously achieved a grade of (F) or (DN) in any of the 
mathematics courses in the preparatory year at Prince Sultan University 
cannot be promoted from this course using international standard tests. 
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Appendix (4)

Appendix (5)

Financial Rules and Regulations
• Application fees and textbook costs are nonrefundable.
• A student pays 25% of tuition fees if they withdraw within the first two 

weeks of a semester.
• A student pays 50% of tuition fees if they withdraw during the third or 

fourth week of a semester.
• Tuition fees are nonrefundable when the student withdraws more than 

four weeks after the beginning of the semester.
• Fees are subject to change without prior notification.
• Postgraduate programs are subject to separate regulations.

CONTACT HOURS FIRST 
WARNING

SECOND 
WARNING DN

Two hours weekly 3 or more 6 or more 8 or more

Three hours weekly 5 or more 9 or more 12 or more

Four hours weekly 6 or more 11 or more 16 or more

Six hours weekly 9 or more 16 or more 23 or more

Preparatory English Courses 10 or more 15 or more 23 or more

Warning and DN System
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Appendix (6)

Course Cr Hrs. % Code GPA Points

ISC 103 2 85 B+ 3.50 7,00

CHEM 324 3 70 C 2.00 6,00

MATH 235 3 92 A 3.75 11.25

PHY 312 4 80 B 3.00 12,00

TOTAL 12 36.25

Course Cr Hrs. % Code GPA Points

ISC 104 2 96 A+ 4.00 8,00

CHEM 327 3 83 B 3.00 9,00

MATH 314 4 71 C 2.00 8,00

PHY 326 3 81 B 3.00 9,00

TOTAL 12 34

First Semester GPA =  3.02
Total points (36.25)

 Total credits (12)

Example of the Calculation of Cumulative GPA (4.00)
First Semester

Second Semester

Cumulative GPA = 2.93
Total points (36.25+34,00)

Total credits (12+12)

Second Semester GPA =  2.83
 34

12
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Appendix (7)

GPA Recalculation Rules
1. The cumulative GPA recalculation may be applied if the student 

successfully completes all the courses required to earn the academic 
degree with a cumulative GPA or major GPA that is less than the GPA 
required for graduation, provided that their cumulative GPA after 
recalculation does not exceed (2.00) out of (4.00), according to the GPA 
recalculation mechanism shown below:
1. To exclude any previous grade for a course the student took, they 

must have successfully restudied the course and earned a Pass (D) or 
High Pass (D+) grade.

2. The following grades may be excluded: Fail (F) or Denial (DN), Pass 
(D), or High Pass (D +). These grades are excluded by reducing 
the curriculum credits from the total credits used to calculate the 
student's cumulative average and reducing the assessment points 
from the total points used to calculate the student's cumulative 
average. 

3. The total number of curriculum credits allowed to be excluded from 
the cumulative GPA calculation shall not exceed twenty-four credit 
hours.

4. The academic transcript must include all the grades of the courses 
the student has taken, and the grade they have earned each time.

5. A special reference shall be made in the academic transcript 
to distinguish the courses excluded from the calculation of the 
cumulative average. The academic transcript shall indicate the 
cumulative average after excluding the grades of the restudied 
courses.

2. The rules for recalculating the cumulative GPA shall be applied on the 
courses that the student restudied at Prince Sultan University.

3. Re-calculation rules of the major GPA: the major GPA is calculated based 
on the highest grade achieved by the student in eight different courses 
according to the list of courses determined by the college for each major 
in addition to the grade of the cooperative training program (COOP) or 
the summer training program (Internship).
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