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As-Salaam-Alaikum
I welcome you all to the 6th International Symposium on Language and Communication Research. 
It is a pleasure to have you with us for this significant conference hosted by the Language and 
Communication Research Lab in the College of Sciences and Humanities at Prince Sultan 
University. 
The symposium’s vibrant theme this year is “Multimodality in Language and Communication: 
Unlocking Research Potentials”. With a focus on: Communication Studies, Language Teaching 
and Technology, Second Language Acquisition, Language Assessment and Evaluation, 
Language Policy, Sociolinguistics, Discourse Analysis, Bilingualism, Language Literacy Studies, 
Vocabulary Studies, Translation and Interpretation Studies, and Stylistics, the symposium bridges 
and combines interdisciplinary studies related to Language and Communication. Over 15 paper 
presentations, 6 poster presentations, 5 workshops and a colloquium will comprise the two-day 
program. In addition, 7 keynote speakers will give talks on various topics including: multimodality and 
English for specific purposes research, the role of extramural English engagement in informal and 
formal learning, why multimodal storytelling about mental health matters? analytical frameworks 
for researching multimodal phenomena, multimodality and literacy learning, motivation and 
language learning, and a multimodal approach to subtitling. Presenters from around 10 countries: 
Italy, Algeria, United Arab Emirates, Nigeria, Pakistan, United Kingdom, Oman, Canada, Ukraine, 
and Saudi Arabia are here today to share their experiences and engage in fruitful discussions. 
I wish to thank all presenters for their valuable contributions; many thanks to our keynote 
speakers: Prof. Christoph Hafner, Prof. Pia Sundqvist, Prof. Ruth Page, Prof. Frank Serafini, Dr. Fei 
Victor Lim, Dr. Abdullah AlAmer, and Dr. Sara Pinto. The workshop partners in this symposium: 
Durham University, Institute of Corpus Studies and Applications at Shanghai International Studies 
University, Language and Communication Research Virtual Lab at Arab Academy for Science, 
Technology and Maritime Transport, Rutgers English Language Institute at the State University of 
New Jersey and Saudi TESOL, also deserve our thanks. 
The College of Sciences and Humanities is deeply indebted to the efforts of the Symposium’s 32 
scientific committee members spearheaded by Dr. Siyanova-Chanturia from Victoria University 
of Wellington, and Dr. Sonbul of Umm Al-Qura University. 
Special thanks go out to Prof. Dina El-Dakhs, the Language and Communication Research Lab 
Leader, and the Chair of the Organizational Committee, as well as to the Chairs of the PR, Media 
and Logistics committee: Ms. Afrah Alenezi and Ms. Soha Ashi. The Institutional Communication 
Management Center here at PSU also deserves due recognition for its outstanding efforts.  
Finally, this pleasant event would not have been possible without the Honorary Chair of the 
Symposium, his Excellency Dr. Ahmad Yamani, President of Prince Sultan University. We are 
grateful at the College of Sciences and Humanities for his ongoing support and ever-lasting 
encouragement.   
Thank you all for coming and participating, and I hope you enjoy the talks and discussions ahead.
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WELCOME
MESSAGE
LCRL Leader & LCR2025 Co-chair
Prof. Dina El-Dakhs

Greetings to you all from Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 
On behalf of my colleagues at the Language and Communication Research Lab at the College 
of Sciences and Humanities, Prince Sultan University, I welcome you all to the 6th International 
Symposium on Language and Communication Research (LCR2025). We extend our sincere 
thanks and gratitude to PSU’s higher management led by Dr. Ahmed Yamani, our PSU President, 
for their relentless support, our college Dean, Prof. Mahmoud Al Mahmoud, for his amazing 
cooperation and our distinguished keynote speakers and workshop partners for their invaluable 
contributions to the symposium. We are also truly grateful to all the speakers who come from 10 
countries to share their knowledge and expertise. Thanks to them, we have an excellent program 
including outstanding talks and presentations, which will inspire our audience.   

I seize this chance to introduce our research lab to you. Our Language and Communication 
Research Lab was established in September 2019, so we are six years old – the same age of our 
symposium. We are a group of 20 members with a true passion for research in Applied Linguistics. 
We enjoy the interdisciplinary nature of our work as we do research and publish in different 
sub-disciplines of Language and Communication, including Pragmatics, Discourse Analysis, 
Sociolinguistics, Psycholinguistics, Communication studies, Cross-cultural studies, Educational 
Linguistics, Corpus Linguistics, Vocabulary Studies and Language Learning and Teaching. 
We believe that this diversity supports our efforts to gain a comprehensive view of the human 
language, this amazing phenomenon that always intrigues our curiosity and passion. 

As part of Prince Sultan University’s distinctive research community, we promote the values of 
research quality, ethics, and integrity. We also highly value our role in our society and actively 
contribute to its development through our research findings in addition to several activities 
including research and training webinars, internship opportunities, mentorship programs and 
other community-service activities. We also see ourselves as global citizens, and hence, are 
always keen to contribute to the problems our global research community attempts to solve. 
Our strong commitment to our society and the wider research community are strengthened by 
various forms of collaboration with national and international partners. 

So, I welcome you again to LCR2025. I hope you enjoy the two-day experience and make use of 
it to extend your knowledge, enrich your experience and exchange innovative ideas. I also hope 
that this symposium will lead to further collaboration between you and our lab. We will always 
be happy to collaborate with other researchers from around the globe to enhance research into 
Language and Communication and to serve our society and the world. 

Thank you and enjoy the day! 
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Conceptualizing Critical AI Literacy as ELT Educators’ 
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National Technical University of Ukraine - Ukraine

Room
03

Plenary Session

16:00 - 17:00
KSA Time

13:00 - 14:00
GM Time

Motivation and Language Learning: Learning from the Past 
and Setting New Directions for the Future
Dr. Abdullah AlAmer
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Abstract 
In recent years, English for specific purposes (ESP) researchers have shown increasing interest 
in multimodality, an approach to communication that goes beyond a narrow focus on language 
in use to account for the full range of semiotic modes that can be observed in specialized 
communication. In this presentation, I first outline background theory, key concepts, and consider 
how these are relevant to genre analysis. Next, I provide an overview of multimodal studies in ESP 
research, including research on both multimodal artifacts (e.g. visual abstracts) and multimodal 
performances (e.g., conference presentations). Then, I focus on implications for pedagogy, 
introducing research on ‘digital multimodal composing’ as one popular pedagogical approach. 
Potential implications of generative AI for research and pedagogy related to multimodality in 
ESP research are also considered. Finally, I make some suggestions for future directions in this 
emerging area of ESP research

Bio 
Christoph A. Hafner is Professor in the Department of English, City University of Hong Kong. He is 
President of the Asia-Pacific LSP & Professional Communication Association and past President of 
the Hong Kong Association for Applied Linguistics. He has published widely in the areas of English 
for specific purposes, digital literacies, and language learning and technology. He is co-editor of 
two book series, Routledge Research in English for Specific Purposes and Routledge Introductions 
to English for Specific Purposes. His latest book is The Handbook of English for Specific Purposes 
(2nd Edition) (2025, Routledge, co-edited with Sue Starfield)

DAY 01
10:00-11:00 (7:00-8:00 GMT)
ROOM 04

Multimodality and English 
for Specific Purposes 
Research

Prof. Christoph A. Hafner
City University of Hong Kong, Hong 
Kong, China
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Abstract
In this talk, I will focus on research on informal foreign/second language (L2) learning with a focus 
on English as a target language and using the concept of extramural English (EE, Sundqvist, 2009). 
This type of research takes an interest in learners’ self-initiated engagement with L2 English outside 
the walls of the classroom through activities such as playing digital games, listening to music, 
reading and watching videos. It should be noted that the concept of “extramural” can be applied to 
any target languages, such as extramural Japanese (Sundqvist, 2019; cf. Al-Nofaie, 2018). Many (but 
not all) young people are frequently engaged in EE activities, and their engagement encompasses 
at least three distinct, yet interrelated, dimensions: behavioral, cognitive, and affective/emotional 
engagement (Fredricks et al., 2004; Sundqvist & Uztosun, 2024). Research involving young and 
teenage learners have shown positive relations between EE and various aspects of L2 English 
proficiency, such as vocabulary knowledge, writing, speaking, and comprehension (Zhang et al., 
2021). However, in comparison, young learners (age 6–12) are clearly under-researched (Kusyk et 
al., 2025). In my presentation, I will focus on findings from EE research among mainly young but 
also teenage learners and discuss the pedagogical implications of this research. In many contexts, 
it appears that EE has replaced classroom activities as the starting point for, and foundation of, 
learning English, which I view as a structural change. I will illustrate this change by use of a revised 
version of the L2 English learning pyramid (first introduced in Sundqvist & Sylvén, 2016). Finally, I 
will argue that informal learning of English through engagement in EE constitutes an important 
individual difference variable that should never be overlooked in any studies that aim to measure 
L2 English proficiency or development (Sundqvist, 2024).

Bio 
Pia Sundqvist is Professor of English Education at the University of Oslo. Her research interests 
include informal language learning, in particular extramural English and gaming, assessment 
ofL2 oral proficiency, and English language teaching. She is the author of Extramural English in 
Teaching and Learning (Palgrave Macmillan, 2016, with Sylvén) and Testing Talk (Bloomsbury 
Academic, 2024, with Sandlund). Sundqvist is the past president of the Swedish Association of 
Applied Linguistics. 

The Role of Extramural 
English Engagement 
in Informal and Formal 
Learning

Prof. Pia Sundqvist
University of Oslo, Norway

DAY 01
14:00-15:00 (11:00- 12:00 GMT) 
ROOM 04
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Abstract
This presentation explores the multimodal stories told about mental health experiences by 
social media influencers in the context of TikTok. I report on the mediated narrative analysis 
of the visual formatting and narrative patterns found in 398 videos from TikTok, from three 
categories of influencer: health professionals, wellness figures and experts by lived experience. 
These influencers use three visual-verbal storytelling styles which remediate the narrative styles 
associated with offline analogous storytelling in narrative medicine (Charon, 2008), advertorials 
(Zhou, 2012) and recovery narratives (Llewellyn-Beardsley et al., 2019). These stories emphasised 
different aspects of mental health literacy: information via narrative explanations, solutions via 
advertising strategies and peer support via shared personal experience. Using the data from 18 
focus groups with young people in the United Kingdom, I argue that the multimodal storytelling has 
important implications for the mental health literacy of those who consume this content. There 
may be unintended, negative consequences of the information narrated about mental health in 
sites like TikTok that lead to disengagement, self-diagnosis and other forms of ‘harmful help’. On 
the other hand, personal narratives, if presented as relatable, remain an important resource for 
destigmatising mental health and offering hope to those seeking help. There are various visual 
and verbal cues that underpin these different outcomes, reminding us that multimodal formats 
are meaningful to audiences and matter a great deal when we share stories in social media.

Bio 
Ruth Page is Professor in Applied Linguistics at the University of Birmingham in the Department of 
Linguistics and Communication. She has written several books including Stories and Social Media 
(Routledge, 2012) and Narratives Online: Shared Stories and Social Media (Cambridge University 
Press, 2018). Her publications have explored narratives and multimodal communication in a wide 
range of mediated contexts. 

Why Multimodal 
Storytelling about Mental 
Health Matters?

Prof. Ruth Page
University of Birmingham, UK

DAY 01
16:30-17:30 (13:30-14:30 GMT)
ROOM 04
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Abstract
In order to increase the quality and trustworthiness of one’s visual and multimodal research 
designs, scholars need to reconsider the theoretical orientations and analytical frameworks they 
draw upon when studying visual and multimodal phenomena in social, historical, and cultural 
contexts. This keynote address will explore the array of analytical frameworks available to visual 
and multimodal researchers in an effort to make better informed decisions about their research 
designs. Providing examples from a current research study on the instantiation of narrative in 
children’s picture books, this presentation will provide participants with a variety of approaches 
and analytical frameworks that may be used to investigate multimodal phenomena

Bio
Frank Serafini is a Professor of Literacy Education and Children’s Literature at Arizona State 
University. Frank has published over 100 peer-reviewed journal articles in the field of literacy 
education, multimodality, and children’s literature and twelve professional development textbooks 
with Heinemann, Scholastic, Pearson, and Teachers College Press. His latest book entitled Beyond 
the Visual: An Introduction to Researching Multimodal Phenomena was published in 2022.

Analytical Frameworks for 
Researching Multimodal 
Phenomena

Prof. Frank Serafini
Arizona State University, USA

DAY 01
17:30-18:30 (14:30-15:30 GMT)
ROOM 04
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Abstract 
In this talk, I explore the applications of multimodality in learning by mapping the field through 
three interconnected dimensions: multimodality for learning, multimodality as learning, and 
multimodality in learning. Multimodality for learning emphasises the strategic use of multimodal 
resources to facilitate language acquisition and subject content mastery, acknowledging 
the inherently multimodal nature of disciplinary knowledge representations. This dimension 
examines how various semiotic modes can be leveraged to enhance students’ understanding 
and communication within specific academic domains. Multimodality as learning broadens 
the notion of literacy beyond traditional language-based approaches. It focuses on multimodal 
meaning-making, highlighting the development of students’ multimodal literacy skills. This 
includes assessing students’ abilities to interpret and create multimodal texts and evaluating 
their multimodal artefacts to gain insights into their cognitive and communicative competencies. 
Multimodality in learning investigates teachers’ orchestration of multimodal resources within 
the classroom, conceptualised as embodied teaching. This dimension also encompasses the 
multimodal critical discourse analysis of educational resources, as well as the integration of 
multimodal learning analytics and artificial intelligence to examine students’ signs of learning and 
measure their engagement throughout the learning process. My talk concludes by identifying 
potential areas for further research to advance the understanding of multimodality in education, 
particularly in relation to these three dimensions.

Bio
Fei Victor Lim is Associate Professor and Deputy Head (Research), English Language and 
Literature, at the National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. He 
researches and teaches on multiliteracies, multimodal discourse analyses, and digital learning. He 
is an editor of Multimodality and Society and an associate editor of Computers and Composition 
and Designs for Learning. He is recognised as amongst the top 2% of scientists worldwide in the 
field of education for 2023 and 2024 in a study by Stanford University and has received awards for 
his excellence in research, teaching, and service.

Multimodality and Literacy 
Learning: Charting 
Research Frontiers

Dr. Fei Victor Lim 
Nanyang Technological University, 
Singapore

DAY 02
9:00-10:00 (6:00-7:00 GMT)
ROOM 04
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Abstract 
L2 motivation is a key component of language proficiency. It is possibly one of the most researched 
variables in the psychology of language learning. Over the past decade, several developments 
have shaped the evolving directions of L2 motivation research. It was initiated by the work of 
Gardner and Lambert (1959, 1972) with their distinction of “integrative” versus “instrumental” 
motivation. There is still no agreement about the definition of L2 motivation because it overlaps 
with other concepts such as “engagement” and “effort”. However, in this plenary, I provide an 
updated and concise definition which states that L2 motivation is «the reasons a language student 
endorses when learning a second language». In this way, motivation is mainly a cognitive variable. 
Furthermore, I explain how the field has shifted from the high vs. low view on motivation to 
endorse a more sophisticated and dynamic one. Contrary to the classic view on the history of 
L2 motivation research as being categorized into three periods, the field has been gradually and 
naturally evolving from both theoretical and methodological perspectives. The old view blamed a 
specific research method (e.g., quantitative) for inadequate discovery of the dynamic system of 
L2 motivation. This is incorrect as a recently discovered longitudinal quantitative investigation has 
confirmed the dynamic relationship between L2 motivation and L2 achievement (Alamer & Alrabai, 
2023). Thus, I argue that the issue is more related to the nature of the data. Finally, key theories in 
L2 motivation are reintroduced such as self-determination theory (SDT), goal-orientation theory, 
and the dualistic model of passion (DMP).

Bio
Abdullah Alamer is an Associate Professor at King Faisal University, Al-Ahsa, Saudi Arabia. He 
holds a Ph.D. from the University of New South Wales (UNSW), Sydney, Australia, which is among 
the top 20 universities worldwide. Abdullah›s primary research interest is the psychology of 
language learning and factors associated with success in learning, with particular interest in self-
determination theory. In 2022, he authored a theory referred to as “autonomous single language 
interest”. He was invited to write a chapter on motivation in the International Encyclopaedia of 
Language and Linguistics, 3rd Edition, by Elsevier. A dominant methodology in his work is structural 
equation modelling. Abdullah›s research has been published in top-tier journals, including 
Educational Psychology Review, Applied Linguistics, Studies in Second Language Acquisition, 
Language Teaching Research, System, and Computer-Assisted Language Learning.

Motivation and Language 
Learning: Learning from 
the Past and Setting New 
Directions for the Future

Dr. Abdullah AlAmer
King Faisal University, Saudi Arabia

DAY 02
16:00-17:00 (13:00-14:00 GMT)
Room 04
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Abstract 
The appeal of audiovisual products comes greatly from the combination of visual and auditory 
resources; but professional subtitling remains focused on words, reducing nonverbal elements 
to a contextualising role. This assumes that nonverbal elements such as images or sounds are 
universal codes easily interpreted by viewers without further mediation and leaves viewers with 
glaring losses of meaning (Cavaliere 2008; Ortabasi 2001; Ramos Pinto 2016). In a world in which 
intercultural communication happens so much via film and audiovisual translation, the time 
for effective subtitling is now, but the pressure to use AI produced subtitling focuses solely on 
the verbal is immense. In this presentation, assuming a multimodal approach to subtitling and 
meaning making, I contend that all visual and auditory resources co-occurring with speech are 
signs in their own right that might present different challenges to (different) viewers (Adami and 
Ramos Pinto 2020). This will be informed by dozens of interviews made with film directors and a 
large reception (Ramos Pinto 2025) in which the empirical results collected point towards the need 
for a fundamental shift in our understanding of nonverbal resources and the need to translate 
them or not. I will present a new framework of analysis that takes into account not only semantic 
accuracy in translation of the spoken dialogue, but also the challenges presented by visual and 
auditory resources in intercultural communication, the impact of subtitling in enjoyment and 
interpretation and the benefits of more integrated titles that follow the cinematographic style of 
the film.

Bio
Sara Pinto is an Associate Professor in Translation Studies and Director of International Activities at 
the University of Leeds, as well as Vice-President of the European Society for Translation Studies. 
Her research focuses on the translation of multimodal texts that combine visual, auditory, 
verbal, and nonverbal elements. She is particularly interested in how viewers interpret subtitled 
audiovisual content, the impact of current subtitling strategies on viewers’ interpretation and 
perception of subtitled media, and the potential of alternative subtitling approaches to enhance 
viewer understanding and engagement.
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Abstract
Discourse analysis in English for Specific Purposes (ESP) includes the examination of discourse 
markers (DMs), yet their roles in legal language remain understudied, particularly prepositional 
colligations (PCs) that function as DMs (PC-DMs), which are often analyzed alongside other 
phrases rather than independently. This study examines the distribution and functions of PC-DMs 
in Nigerian and UK legal discourse compared to General English. The study analyzed the frequency 
distributions of 87 PC-DMs across three corpora: the Nigerian Legal Corpus (546,313 words), the 
British National Corpus for Law (2.2 million words), and the British National Corpus Written Sampler 
(1 million words), using AntConc and Lextutor, with statistical significance assessed via Rayson’s 
Log-likelihood calculator. Results revealed significant overuse in legal contexts: Nigerian texts 
showed higher PC-DMs frequency than General English (Log Likelihood Ratio (LLR/G²) =+50.45, 
p<0.01; RR=1.69) and UK legal texts (LLR/G²=31.85, p<0.01; RR=1.42), while UK legal discourse also 
exceeded general English (LLR/G² =+8.31, p<0.01), surpassing the 99% confidence threshold 
(G²=6.63). Functionally, PC-DMs served four key roles: polarity marking (contrary to, in spite of), 
additive cohesion (in addition, in compliance with), cause-effect signaling (owing to, as a result 
of), and topic management (with due respect).The findings demonstrate PC-DMs as distinctive 
features of legal phraseology in both ESL (Nigerian) and native (UK) contexts, systematically 
contributing to discourse precision through these semantic-pragmatic functions. The study 
highlights the need for specialized training in legal phraseology to enhance drafting accuracy and 
professional communication fluency, suggesting explicit PC-DMs instruction could benefit ESL 
legal practitioners navigating the phraseological norms distinguishing legal from general English.

Bio 
Ibrahim Bashir specializes in Corpus Linguistics and holds a PhD from Universiti Sultan Zainal 
Abidin, Malaysia (2019). He has taught at various institutions in Saudi Arabia, including Northern 
Private College of Nursing and Jubail Industrial College. Currently, he serves in an administrative 
role at Khalid Ibrahim Abir Al-Dhafiri & Partners in Hafar Al-Batin, Saudi Arabia.

Saud Mohammed F. Alenezi is an Associate Professor in the Department of Languages and 
Translation at the College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Northern Border University, 
Arar, Saudi Arabia. His research interests encompass EFL learning, communication, language 
motivation and emotions, as well as assessment and evaluation.

Hamisu Hamisu Haruna is a lecturer of English at Al-Qalam University Katsina, Nigeria. He holds a 
BA (Ed.) in English, an MA in English from Bayero University Kano, and a PhD in Applied Linguistics 
from Universiti Malaysia Terengganu. His research interests include corpus linguistics, English for 
Academic Purposes (with a focus on vocabulary studies), and social-emotional learning. 
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Abstract
Generative-AI affords multimodal tutoring that blends text, video, and bilingual support, yet 
longitudinal evidence from Gulf universities remains scarce. This study reports three successive 
semesters of phased AI integration in ENG103 Research Writing Techniques at Prince Sultan 
University. Semester 241 (Fall 2024) introduced AI-enhanced PowerPoint slides only. Semester 
242 (Spring 2025) added CustomGPT—an English/Arabic chatbot tutor—and fourteen Synthesia 
recap videos (L01 – L14). Semester 251 (Fall 2025, in progress) launches both tools. Mixed-method 
data to date include (a)ExamSoft midterm and final scores, (b) assignment grades (AS1 – AS3), (c) 
an 18-item perception survey (n = 24), and (d) platform analytics. CustomGPT’s dashboard logs 
show 402 student conversations between March 10 and May 22, 2025. YouTube Studio registers 
501 recap-video views and 11.3 watch-hours; viewing peaks cluster during the final-exam revision 
window. Quantitative comparison reveals a significant overall-gradegain: Total/60 rose from M 
= 44.7 (SD = 6.0) in 241 to M =48.9 (SD = 4.8) in 242; Welch t(147) = –4.67, p < .001, Cohen d = 0.79 
(large). Individual exam increases were modest (+0.8 and +1.1 points, p > .05), suggesting AI 
support benefits assignment-driven learning more than test performance. Survey respondents 
rate Synthesia videos and Custom GPT as “helpful” for thesis formulation and APA checks; many 
cite Arabic explanations as a safety net for concept transfer. By November we will add Semester 
251 midterm and AS1 results (~30 students) plus an updated survey to test whether full-semester 
exposure amplifies these effects and whether AI usage frequency predicts performance. 
Findings will inform scaffolded, multimodal AI adoption in English-medium Gulf courses and offer 
a replicable phased-integration blueprint.

Bio 
Erick Nelson, MA, is a Lecturer in Linguistics & Translation at Prince Sultan University with 24 years’ 
experience in English instruction and curriculum design. Formerly at the Prince Saud Al-Faisal 
Institute for Diplomatic Studies, he created ESP courses. His research explores generative-AI, 
multimodal writing pedagogy, and academic integrity.

Tri-Semester AI Support 
in First-Year Research 
Writing

Erick Nelson
Prince Sultan University
Saudi Arabia 

DAY 01
11:30-12:00 (8:30-9:00 GMT)
ROOM 02

MULTIMODALITY IN LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION : UNLOCKING RESEARCH POTENTIALS6th       International Symposium on Language and Communication Research 20BOOK OF ABSTRACTS



Abstract
As video game localization gains attention in sociolinguistic studies, the role of informal language—
particularly slang—as a tool for constructing character identity and maintaining narrative 
consistency remains underexplored. While existing research often focuses on gamer-generated 
slang, few studies examine how developer-scripted dialogue strategically uses slang to shape 
characters’ identity and support narrative for a global English-speaking audience. Drawing on 
James Paul Gee’s concept of social languages and applying thematic discourse analysis, this 
study examines how the English localization of “The World Ends with You” (2008) uses slang as 
a narrative and identity-building tool. It explores patterns of slang across characters and how 
these contribute to character identity and narrative consistency. Data collection included over 20 
hours of gameplay footage, scene replays, and screenshots. Slang terms were categorized in a 
spreadsheet to track frequency, speaker, and contextual use. The analysis identified prominent 
informal features such as contractions (“gonna,” “lemme”), phonetic spellings (“jus’,” “don’tchu”), 
expressive interjections (“yo,” “bwaaah”), and urban slang influenced by African American 
Vernacular English (AAVE). These features were found to be carefully localized to reflect each 
character’s personality, emotional state, and narrative function. The English localization of “The 
World Ends with You” carefully adapts slang and informal features to resonate with Western 
players while preserving character depth and cultural authenticity. For instance, Beat’s frequent 
slang use—31 instances in Week 1—clearly marks him as expressive, impulsive, and grounded in 
urban youth culture. His informal speech reflects a casual, emotionally reactive persona associated 
with urban youth culture. Rather than simply modernizing the dialogue, the localization replaces 
culturally bound Japanese expressions with culturally equivalent English idioms, preserving tone 
and emotional resonance. Practical insights are discussed for localizers and narrative designers—
especially in non-Western markets like Saudi Arabia.

Bio 
Hajar Al Sultan, Assistant Professor at King Faisal University, specializes in qualitative research 
and discursive analysis, with a focus on language, culture, perceptions, and social interaction in 
across educational, intellectual, legal, and health settings. She actively mentors undergraduates, 
fostering their research and critical thinking skills, while leading diverse projects on various topics 
across multiple contexts.

Alhanouf Al Naqi and Mariam Al Wehimmed are recent graduates of the Bachelor of Arts in English 
program at King Faisal University. Their academic interests include sociolinguistics, discourse 
analysis, and digital game studies. This research paper reflects their engagement with language in 
interactive media, with a particular focus on the role of slang and localization in shaping character 
identity and dialogue in video games.
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Abstract
The study intends to investigate the infantilization of women in contemporary Pakistani television 
dramas through a critical multimodal discourse analysis. Using the social semiotic approach to 
multimodality (Kress & van Leeuwen), Feminist Media Studies (Judith Butler’s theory of Gender 
Performativity), the study examines how verbal and visual semiotic resources construct adult 
female characters as passive, dependent, emotionally fragile, and intellectually immature. It 
argues that such portrayals serve to normalize patriarchal ideologies and reinforce hegemonic 
gender roles within Pakistani media culture. Employing a purposive sampling strategy, selecting 
4–6 high-rating Urdu-language dramas from 2018–2024 based on their popularity, and the centrality 
of female characters. Data collection focuses on 2–3 key scenes per drama, chosen for their 
multimodal intensity in representing gendered behaviors. Using Visual Grammar and discourse-
analytic tools, the study analyzes how gaze, gesture, body positioning, spatial dynamics, and 
dialogue combine to perform and reiterate infantilized femininity. The findings highlight how 
dramas act as ideological apparatuses, shaping public perceptions of womanhood and sustaining 
gendered hierarchies. The analysis reveals that infantilization is not merely a narrative trope but 
a performative practice that contributes to the broader cultural discourse surrounding idealized 
femininity. The study holds significant societal relevance, offering insights into how popular media 
representations may impede gender equality and influence real-world gender relations. It aims 
to contribute to feminist critique media literacy initiatives, and academic scholarship in gender, 
discourse, and media studies.

Bio 
Waqasia Naeem is an academic and researcher with a Ph.D. in Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) 
and over 16 years of Teaching and research experience in linguistics, discourse Analysis, and 
English language teaching (ELT). She has a strong interest in using language to explore social and 
political issues. Her research focuses on how discourse can legitimize hate speech, particularly 
in the context of populism, polarization, and discrimination. She integrates frameworks like 
Ruth Wodak’s Discourse-Historical Approach, Teun A. van Dijk’s Social Cognition Approach, and 
Systemic Functional Linguistics into her work.
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Minhaj University Lahore,
Pakistan 
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Abstract
The aim of the present study was to examine the effect of shadow-reading on EFL preparatory 
school learners’ reading comprehension. The study sought to investigate whether there was a 
significant difference in the reading attainment of students who learned through shadow reading 
and those who learned through regular instruction. It was a quasi-experimental study involving 60 
participants. The students were randomly selected and divided into two groups: the experimental 
group and the control group, with 30 students in each group. A four-skill comprehensive diagnostic 
test was administered to evaluate the participants› general language proficiency before the study 
began. Prior to the experiment, the students followed their scheduled regular coursebook. A pre/
post reading comprehension test was designed and
administered to assess the participants› level of EFL reading comprehension before the 
experiment and to ensure the equivalence of the experimental and control groups in terms of 
their EFL reading comprehension levels. During the two-month experiment, the experimental 
group received instruction through shadow-reading, while the control group received regular 
instruction. After the experiment, the reading comprehension test was administered again 
to the study participants. The results of the study revealed that the experimental group’s 
reading comprehension had significantly improved due to the shadow-reading treatment. The 
treatment had a large effect size of 0.83 in developing the reading comprehension skills of third-
year preparatory school students. Based on these findings, shadow-reading is recommended 
for teaching EFL reading at this level. Additional recommendations and suggestions for further 
research are also included.

Bio 
Ahmed Shaaban Abdeljawad is an English language and TEFL lecturer with 27 years of experience 
in education, including teaching, teacher training, and assessment. He holds a PhD in Curriculum 
and TEFL Instruction. He is interested in research related to GenAI in ELT, oral skills, assessment 
methods, and multiliteracy. 
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Abstract
Multimodality in ESP test design refers to the integration and evaluation of diverse communicative 
modes (verbal, visual, auditory, and digital) in ESP test design to mirror authentic professional and 
academic communication practices. This study explores the role of multimodality in ESP test 
design, highlighting its significance in capturing the complexity of specialized language use. It 
reviews key theoretical frameworks, including multimodal discourse analysis and social semiotics 
to establish a foundation for multimodal ESP test development. The study also discusses 
practical challenges, such as ensuring construct validity, managing scoring complexity, and 
addressing test-taker accessibility. Furthermore, it examines how advancements in technology, 
particularly Artificial Intelligence (AI), can facilitate the integration of multimodal elements into 
ESP tests. AI-driven testing tools, including automated speech recognition, image-based tests, 
and adaptive testing, present new opportunities for evaluating multimodal competencies while 
also posing challenges related to fairness, reliability, and test security. Drawing on a case study 
of technical English online and in-person testing at University of Continuing Education in Algeria, 
the paper illustrates the practical implementation of multimodal ESP testing in a local academic 
context, providing concrete examples of test design and adaptation. The paper concludes 
with recommendations for developing valid, reliable, and standardized multimodal ESP tests. 
These recommendations include designing task-based tests that reflect authentic professional 
practices, training ESP test designers and raters in multimodal evaluation techniques and 
leveraging AI responsibly to enhance scoring accuracy. By embracing multimodality, ESP testing 
can more accurately reflect the evolving nature of specialized communication and better prepare 
learners for real-world professional English language proficiency.

Bio 
Salem Zemali is a PhD researcher in language testing at the University of El Oued, Algeria, 
focusing on Developing Tests in ESP Contexts. He contributes to the Test Design, Measurement 
research group, affiliated with the Laboratory of Pragmatics and Discourse Analysis, his interests 
encompass ESP Testing, and discourse analysis.

Mohammed NAOUA is a Professor of applied linguistics at the University of El Oued, Algeria. 
He chairs a research group in Language testing and assessment. The author published a good 
number of articles and participated in more than forty conferences. His other Interests include 
ESP teaching and pragmatics.
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Abstract
Based on an appraisal theory framework, this study explores the use and functions of engagement 
strategies in human-written and AI-generated academic essays. The study analyses 80 essays 
(40 human-written and 40 AI-generated) for the use of Expansion and Contraction engagement 
strategies. The human-written essays were collected from the Louvain Corpus of Native English 
Essays (LOCNESS), which includes essays written by university-level native English writers, while 
the AI texts were generated by ChatGPT. Analysis shows that both Expansion and Contraction 
strategies occur more significantly in human-written texts than in AI-generated texts. Native 
English writers utilise a more significant proportion of Entertain markers, with a sensitive regard 
for alternative stand points, and utilise Disclaim markers in actively opposing counterarguments. 
AI-generated texts, in contrast, utilise a high proportion of objective citing and hedging, with little 
objective use of strong Proclaim markers and a virtual lack of Concur dialogistic positions. There 
is a striking contrast in engagement functions, with humans utilising a more significant proportion 
of complex rhetoric and more profound argumentation supported through statistical analysis. 
The findings provide implications for educators and writing instructors aiming to enhance 
students’ argumentative skills and for developers of AI writing tools seeking to improve rhetorical 
complexity and engagement in generated texts.

Bio 
Sharif Alghazo is an Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics at the University of Sharjah and 
the University of Jordan. His research has appeared in journals such as System, Journal of 
Politeness Research, Journal of Pragmatics, European Journal of Applied Linguistics, Journal 
of Psycholinguistic Research, Discourse and Interaction, Sage Open, Ampersand, and Open 
Linguistics and edited books. 

Ghaleb Rabab’ah is a Professor of English Language and Linguistics at the University of Sharjah, 
UAE, and the University of Jordan, Jordan. His research covers applied linguistics, discourse 
analysis, translation studies, and second language acquisition. He has an extensive publication 
record and has supervised numerous MA and PhD theses in linguistics and English language 
teaching.

Dina Abdel Salam El-Dakhs is the Chair of the Linguistics and Translation Department and the 
Leader of the Language and Communication Research Lab at the College of Sciences and 
Humanities, Prince Sultan University. She has extensive experience in teaching and coordinating 
TESOL and language studies programs. Her research interests are Pragmatics, Discourse Analysis 
and Second Language Learning and Teaching. She has several publications in flagship journals.
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Abstract
This study explores the expansion of English as a Medium of Instruction (EMI) in Algerian higher 
education, focusing on the cultural and technological dynamics shaping its implementation. As 
Algeria seeks to modernizes education system and align with global academic standards, EMI is 
increasingly viewed as a strategic tool to enhance international visibility and academic mobility. 
However, the transition raises critical concerns regarding linguistic identity, pedagogical readiness, 
and equitable access to learning. Using a qualitative research design, data were collected 
through an open-ended questionnaire administered to university teachers, administrators, and 
students across multiple Algerian institutions. The findings reveal a complex landscape where 
enthusiasm for EMI is tempered by resistance rooted in cultural attachment to Arabic and 
French, as well as apprehension about marginalizing students from disadvantaged linguistic 
backgrounds. Participants also identified a lack of training, insufficient digital infrastructure, and 
unclear institutional policies as key barriers. Despite these challenges, the study highlights the 
emerging role of educational technologies—such as online platforms, AI-based translation tools, 
and virtual classrooms—in supporting EMI delivery. The research argues for aculturally responsive 
and technologically integrated EMI approach that respects Algeria’s multilingual identity 
while enhancing academic quality. Recommendations are made for policy reform, teacher 
development, and the strategic use of technology to support inclusive and context-sensitive EMI 
practices.

Bio 
Siham BOUZAR is a professor of English at the University of Algiers 2, specializing in linguistics, 
didactics, and EFL speaking skills development through discourse analysis and classroom 
research.
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Abstract
This paper examines the self-naming practices of international students on Xiaohongshu, focusing 
on how these practices are influenced by semiotic ideologies. The research addresses a gap in 
understanding the identity formation processes of international students, particularly in terms of 
how they navigate cultural differences, social differentiation, and performative demonstrations 
of ‘doctorateness’ with a domestic audience during their sojourn abroad. This research fills a gap 
by examining self-naming practices through the lens of semiotic ideologies, linking theories of 
semiotics with identity construction in the context of international students, which are shaped 
by cultural, social, and personal factors, as well as the platform Xiaohongshu. The study employs 
qualitative methods for data collection. Data draw from a cross-disciplinary sample of twenty 
Chinese doctoral students in the UK, collected through the following qualitative procedures: i) in-
depth narrative interviews exploring biographies and histories of engagement with the platform; ii) 
analysis of posts and messages; and iii) follow-up ‘dialogic-action’ interviews in which participants 
actively engaged with the platform during discussions. The multiform data was analysed using 
Mediated Discourse Analysis, focusing on how language, symbols, and self-naming practices 
are mediated through cross- and intracultural contexts, and broader semiotic ideologies of self-
naming. The findings present three key examples of self-naming: ‘big sister’ (姐姐), ‘dog’ (狗), and 
ethnic names, each representing a distinct semiotic ideology. These practices demonstrate how 
personal branding intersects with the platform›s affordances and contributes to establishing 
individual self-brands as doctoral students abroad. The research highlights the nuanced ways in 
which international students curate their identities on digital platforms like Xiaohongshu and the 
importance of a critical analyses of language at various substrata of practice.

Bio 
Alex Wang is a PhD researcher in the School of Social Sciences, Education & Social Work at Queen’s 
University Belfast and holds an MA in Applied Linguistics and TESOL from Lancaster University. 
Her research interests include international student experiences, digital discourse practices, and 
digital literacy in higher education.

Ibrar Bhatt is a Senior Lecturer at the School of Social Sciences, Education & Social Work at Queen’s 
University Belfast and a Research Fellow at the LCRL at the College of Humanities & Sciences, 
Prince Sultan University. His research interests encompass literacy studies, higher education, and 
digital humanities.
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Abstract
In the consumerist world we live in, adverts represent an integral part of our daily lives. 
Comparative studies of cosmetics advertisements have been conducted between English and 
French magazines and Moroccan and British magazines, but none have addressed cosmetics 
adverts in Saudi and British magazines. This paper is concerned with investigating how 
multimodal discourse analysis can help reveal the ideologies of ideal femininity in cosmetics’ 
advertising discourse to readers. It also aims at examining the linguistic and semiotic persuasive 
strategies advertisers employ to construct such ideals. Critical Discourse Analysis CDA is applied 
to the dataset as developed by Fairclough (2013), Wodak and Fairclough (2010), Wodak and Meyer 
(2009), and Van Dijk (2008). Multimodal Critical Discourse Analysis MCDA frameworks used
are Kress’s quadrant which focuses on the distribution of elements on the page, Machin and 
Mayr’s framework that addresses visual semiotic choices and van Leeuwen’s framework for visual 
representation of social actors. The adverts’ analysis has revealed that there are contradictory 
gendered identities represented to women as ideals. It also revealed that there is a gap between 
the ideals depicted in the adverts and real women. Advertising discourse affects the power 
relations in society, and that is clear through the analysis where adverts encourage women to 
believe that make up is a necessity to be acceptable in society. Consequently, adverts create a link 
between consumerism and the construction of identity through lifestyles leading to a globalised 
culture based on consumption.

Bio 
Nada Altuwairi is Assistant Professor at the Department of English Language, in the College 
of Language Sciences at King Saud University. PhD in Applied Linguistics from University of 
Nottingham MA in Applied Linguistics from King Saud University, BA in English Language from 
King Saud University. Her research interests include Applied linguistics, Discourse Analysis, 
Multimodality, Sociolinguistics.
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Abstract
This proposed research aims to examine how technology can be effectively used to enhance 
language learning for students with language-based learning disabilities—particularly dyslexia—in 
primary school settings. Building on a recent exploratory case study conducted in Dubai, this 
new study will expand the investigation to include a broader and more comparative context. The 
goal is to generate deeper insights into how assistive and educational technologies can support 
inclusive language instruction and address persistent learning gaps. The study will adopt a 
qualitative case study methodology, using the Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge 
(TPACK) framework alongside the Universal Design for Learning (UDL) model to guide data 
collection and analysis. The research design will be based on semi-structured interviews with 
primary school teachers, classroom observations, and a review of digital instructional tools. 
Preliminary findings from the earlier Dubai-based case suggest that while tools such as text-
to-speech applications, digital vocabulary games, and multimodal learning platforms hold 
promise for engaging students with language difficulties, their effectiveness is currently limited 
by gaps in teacher training, inconsistent policy support, and concerns regarding screen overuse. 
This new study will investigate whether these patterns persist in other contexts and what 
scalable, sustainable strategies can be proposed to optimize the use of technology for inclusive 
education. By identifying both enablers and barriers to technology integration, this research 
seeks to inform evidence-based recommendations for educators, school leaders, and edtech 
developers. Ultimately, the study will contribute to a better understanding of how educational 
systems can adapt to meet the diverse linguistic needs of all learners through the strategic and 
thoughtful use of technology.

Bio 
Hasna Syakh is a PhD candidate in E-Research and Technology-Enhanced Learning at Lancaster 
University. Her research focuses on integrating assistive technology into support inclusive 
language education, particularly for students with language disabilities. She has a background 
in language teaching and educational support in France, Morocco, and Dubai. 
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Abstract
As the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
(CEFR) continues to serve as a global benchmark for language education and assessment, 
ensuring high-quality translations of its key documents into local languages has become crucial 
for meaningful implementation. This study investigates the translation of the Aligning Language 
Education with the CEFR: A Handbook into Arabic, highlighting the linguistic, conceptual, and 
educational challenges encountered, and the implications for the Arabic-speaking educational 
context. The research adopts a qualitative methodology grounded in document analysis and 
expert consultation. It examines the translation and adaptation process led by a team of Arabic 
language educators, CEFR specialists, and professional translators, with particular focus on 
terms that lack direct equivalents in Arabic (e.g., “construct validity,” “standard setting,” “cut 
score”). It also explores how translation choices impact assessment literacy, score interpretation, 
and cross-linguistic consistency. Findings reveal critical challenges such as the overuse of 
literal translation, inconsistencies in rendering CEFR terminology, and the loss of educational 
nuance in key descriptors. The study further identifies typographic and formatting issues that 
affect readability and usability, especially when adapting content from left-to-right to right-to-
left scripts. Additionally, the lack of an official CEFR glossary in Arabic has led to confusion and 
variability across previous translations. This work contributes to applied linguistics by offering 
an evidence-based model for translating global frameworks into culturally and linguistically 
diverse settings. It calls for the development of unified CEFR translation guidelines, an Arabic 
CEFR glossary, and collaborative validation mechanisms. These steps are essential not only for 
improving Arabic CEFR translations but also for promoting equity, consistency, and reliability in 
multilingual language education systems worldwide.

Bio 
Ebtesam Abdulhaleem is a specialist in language testing and assessment, holding a postgraduate 
qualification in Language Testing from Lancaster University. She currently serves as Head of 
Test Development at the King Salman Global Academy for Arabic Language. Previously, she held 
leadership roles as Vice Chair of the English Department and Head of the Scientific Research 
Unit at King Saud University. Her research interests include language testing, corpus linguistics, 
academic writing, and teacher development. She has also contributed to various international 
organizations related to language assessment.

Mansoor S. Almalki is a Professor of Applied Linguistics and Higher Education Consultant. He 
serves on the Board of Trustees at PSU and directs Language Testing
at KSAA. He previously served as VP at SU, Dean at TU, and Educational Consultant at PNU. A 
certified CEA reviewer and MA/PhD examiner, his research focuses on language assessment, 
accreditation, leadership, and professional development
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Ebtesam Abdulhaleem 
and Mansoor Almalki
King Salman Global Academy for 
Arabic Language, Saudi Arabia 

DAY 02
15:00-15:30 (12:00-12:30 GMT)
ROOM 03

MULTIMODALITY IN LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION : UNLOCKING RESEARCH POTENTIALS6th       International Symposium on Language and Communication Research 30BOOK OF ABSTRACTS



Abstract
This study examines the multimodal dimensions of multilingual identity and language learner 
agency through the case of Rafeef, a young Saudi woman navigating career transitions across 
rural, urban, and transnational contexts. Using narrative inquiry within an ecological framework, 
this longitudinal study (October 2022–May 2024) explores how Rafeef’s strategic use of English, 
combined with semiotic resources such as digital artefacts, workplace discourse, and public 
presentations, shaped her professional mobility and identity negotiation. Data were collected 
through 9 online narrative frames, semi-structured interviews, shared multimedia artefacts, and 
field observations, enabling an in-depth examination of how verbal and non-verbal modes of 
communication contributed to her self-representation and career development. A three-cycle 
data analysis approach, supported by MAXQDA, identified patterns of multimodal meaning-
making in her narratives. The findings reveal how Rafeef employed English proficiency alongside 
digital storytelling, visual representations, and professional discourse to construct a competent, 
globally connected persona, facilitating access to career opportunities beyond local job market 
constraints. 

This study contributes to foreign language learning, sociolinguistics, and discourse analysis by 
demonstrating how multimodal resources shape multilingual identity formation in professional 
contexts. It highlights the fluid, context-dependent nature of language learner agency and 
its implications for career trajectories in globalised, multilingual workspaces. By integrating 
multimodality and ecological perspectives, this research underscores the role of language, 
semiotic artefacts, and social interaction in constructing professional identities.

Bio 
Hissah Alruwaili is an Assistant Professor of Applied Linguistics at Jouf University. Her research 
focuses on multilingual identity, language learner agency, and discourse analysis, with an emphasis 
on language use in professional transitions and digital communication in the Gulf region.

Multimodal Identity 
Construction in Career 
Transitions: A Narrative Inquiry 
into Language Learner Agency

Hissah Alruwaili
Jouf University, Saudi Arabia 
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Abstract
As Gen AI technologies become more powerful, sophisticated, and prevalent, the construct of 
critical AI literacy (CAIL) has gained much traction in current scholarship. Research studies suggest 
that CAIL requires a continuous and critical revisit of its pedagogical applications, particularly in 
adult education settings. Despite the growing number of research studies, theoretical frameworks, 
and practical models of CAIL, autoethnographic research that explores English language teaching 
(ELT) educators’ perceptions and applications of CAIL remains limited. To address this conceptual 
and methodological gap in scholarship, the presenter conducted an autoethnographic study in 
the Canadian higher education context over the course of three academic semesters between 
summer 2024 and winter 2025. Adopting social-constructivist theoretical lenses, data were 
garnered from his regular interactions with ChatGPT, which the researcher considered his 
differently knowledgeable other, as well as reflecting in his teacher learning journal after each 
class. Applying the reflective thematic analysis method to collate recurring ideas and reflections, 
the researcher configured three major themes out of the narrative data: reconceptualizing CAIL 
as ELT teacher professional learning, adapting his teaching approach to sustain more human-
focused learning experiences, and crafting pedagogical realizations to engage learners as active 
collaborators. The results of this study indicate the need for ELT and adult educators to build their 
CAIL and craft their teaching approaches to create more human-focused learning experiences 
and course assessments. In doing so, adult learners become active agents, reflective collaborators, 
and knowledge co-creators in AI-enhanced ELT classrooms. This session may be of interest to 
adult educators and English language teaching professionals in higher education international 
settings interested in enhancing their teaching realizations by developing CAIL and adapting AI-
mediated approaches to personalize learning and sustain human-centric pedagogies.

Bio 
Plamen Kushkiev is a Canadian college professor, researcher, and SoTL Scholar Award recipient. 
He has published and presented internationally on ELT teacher identity, Gen AI in education, and 
professional development. Plamen is researching the affordances of Gen AI chatbots to enhance 
teaching performance and learner engagement through critical AI literacy lenses.

Conceptualizing Critical AI 
Literacy as ELT Educators’ 
Professional Learning

Plamen Kushkiev
Centennial College,
Canada 
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Abstract
Mediation is an essential communicative skill in professional and academic contexts, enabling 
individuals to clarify, reformulate, and adapt information across cultural and linguistic boundaries 
(CEFR Companion Volume, 2020). In English for Specific Purposes (ESP) settings, learners often 
struggle to master mediation, as it requires more than subject-specific vocabulary—it involves 
pragmatic competence, intercultural awareness, and the ability to bridge communication 
gaps (Gablasova et al., 2017). Although digital tools are increasingly used in language education, 
research on the role of AI chatbots in supporting mediation skills remains limited (Cislowska & 
Pena-Acuna, 2024). This study investigates how AI-powered chatbots can be used as mediation 
simulators in ESP instruction. Using a mixed-methods approach, we implemented chatbot-
mediated tasks with university students. A mixed-methods design was chosen to capture both 
measurable improvements in mediation performance and deeper insights into learners’ and 
instructors’ perceptions of the tool’s usefulness. Participants engaged with chatbot platforms 
through structured mediation activities: summarizing complex input for laypersons, resolving 
misunderstandings, rephrasing technical or domain-specific content, and adapting tone and 
register for different audiences. Data collection included pre- and post-intervention surveys, and 
semi-structured interviews with students and instructors. Findings demonstrate that chatbot 
interaction significantly improved learners’ mediation strategies. Students showed increased 
ability to recontextualize content, simplify language without distorting meaning, and apply 
discourse markers for clarification and negotiation. Learners appreciated the mistakes tolerant, 
iterative, and inclusive environment provided by chatbots, which encouraged experimentation 
and reflection. Instructors observed measurable gains in learners’ abilities to anticipate 
communicative breakdowns and proactively manage meaning-making across linguistic and 
cultural boundaries. This research supports the integration of AI chatbots as dynamic, learner-
centered tools for mediation training in ESP contexts. By simulating realistic communication 
challenges, chatbots can help equip learners with the mediation skills needed for success in 
multilingual, multicultural professional environments. 

Bio
Yuliana Lavrysh is a Doctor of Science (Education), Professor, the HoD of English for Engineering 
at the National Technical University of Ukraine. She has more than 25 years of teaching experience 
in EAP/ESP. Author of over 120 publications, with research interests in ESP methodology, inclusive 
education, educational technologies and virtual exchange. 
Iryna Simkova is a Doctor of Science (Education), Professor, the HoD of English Language for 
Humanities at Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute, Ukraine. She teaches ESP and EAP. With 
over 150 publications, she’s passionate about promoting diversity and inclusion in education and 
enhancing soft skills through virtual exchange. Her expertise includes research methodology, 
data analysis, e-book design, and hands-on implementation of virtual exchange projects.

AI Chatbots for Mediation 
Skill Development in 
Language for Specific 
Purposes

Yuliana Lavrysh and Iryna 
Simkova
National Technical University of Ukraine, 
Ukraine 
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Abstract
This study explores how Saudi Snapchat users use multimodal features in Snapchat Streaks. While 
previous research has addressed Snapchat’s role in digital interaction and identity construction 
(Miller, 2020; Chang, 2022), the integration of multimodal elements—such as viral sounds, text, and 
visuals—into routine communication practices remains underexplored. This research investigates 
how users interpret and engage with these elements in maintaining Snapchat streaks. It also 
aims to explore how Saudi users combine sound, text, and images in Snapchat streaks to create 
meaningful communication. In addition, it examines whether age, gender, fear of missing out 
(FOMO), and seeking social bonding are related to the maintenance of Snapchat Streaks. Data 
are collected through a questionnaire and semi-structured interviews with Saudi Snapchat users 
aged 16 to 35. Participants are asked about their perceptions of their use of multimodal snapchat 
streaks to reference real-life events or signal shared social understanding. Users’ snaps and their 
elicited comments were analyzed to understand how they combine sound, text, and images in 
Snapchat Streaks. The preliminary findings reveal that Saudis actively use Streak features for 
daily interaction and emotional expression. The data suggest that Streaks function as symbolic 
messages shaped by shared context, local trends, and minimal visual or audio cues. This reflects 
a shift toward a multimodal, culturally coded form of communication among Saudi youth, 
highlighting the need for context-sensitive approaches in digital communication research. 

Bio
Roaa Hameed Alotaibi is an MA student in Linguistics at Taif University. She is a member of the 
advisory committee at Taif university. Her research focuses on discourse analysis, with a particular 
interest in multimodal communication on social media. 

Ghadah Albarqi is an Assistant Professor of Applied Linguistics at Taif University, holds PhD in 
Second Language Acquisition from the University of Reading. She is a Fellow of Higher Education 
Academy. Her research interest includes second language processing and production, technology 
mediated TBLT, and multimodal discourse analysis. 

Exploring the Use of 
Multimodal Snapchat 
Streaks Among Saudis

Roaa Alotaibi and Ghada 
Albarqi
Taif University,
Saudi Arabia 
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Abstract
Linguistic landscapes, which are often represented in street signs, billboards and building hoardings, 
offer authentic and contextual texts that reflect real-world language use. As a pedagogical 
resource, linguistic landscapes have often been overlooked for more obvious forms of language 
learning. Based on studies of Sayer (2020) Gorter (2021), among others, this paper investigates 
the potential for the use of linguistic landscape as a rich multimodal resource to enhance English 
language instruction. Based on a corpus of over 200 public signages spread across a large public 
university campus, this study explores the potential of linguistic landscapes to integrate textual 
and visual modes to enhance language competence, in addition to developing associated skills 
of critical thinking and collaboration which are central to language learning. Based on a case 
study of implementing linguistic landscape through classroom activities that include observation, 
documentation and analysis in a foundation-level English classroom, this study suggests that 
integrating linguistic landscape into EFL instruction, not only broadens the vocabulary and 
contextual use of language but also adds interpretive depth and intercultural awareness among 
learners, adding to sociolinguist diversity. The multimodal nature of linguistic landscape remains 
conducive to language learning as it offers opportunities for semiotic awareness and pragmatic 
competence. It also supports a variety of learning styles while situating learners at the centre 
of authentic source material which can be investigated in multiple contexts. It can thus be an 
important intervention which adds to research on multimodality and applied linguistics.

Bio
Victoria Tuzlukova is a Lecturer at the Centre for Preparatory Studies at Sultan Qaboos University. 
She has published widely in the areas of English Language Teaching.

Sandhya Rao Mehta is an Associate Professor at Sultan Qaboos University. Her areas of 
specialization include global literature and ELT [English Language Teaching].

Linguistic Landscape as a 
Multimodal Resource in EFL 
Learning

Victoria Tuzlukova and 
Sandhya Rao Mehta
Sultan Qaboos University,
Oman 
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Abstract
Idioms are fixed phrases whose forms are usually unchangeable and whose meanings are always 
the same, metaphorical, indirect and inflexible. They are considered as cornerstones of linguistic 
and cultural nuance. Therefore, its translation poses formidable challenges for AI-driven machine 
translation. The aim of the current study is to evaluate the performance of two leading AI tools, 
ChatGPT and DeepSeek, in translating 20 English idioms into Arabic. The study employs two 
theoretical frameworks from translation studies—Nida’s dynamic equivalence as well as Vinay 
and Darbelnet’s translation strategies—alongside principles of neural machine translation (NMT). 
The analysis is based on three criteria. These are (1) accuracy, (2) cultural appropriateness, and (3) 
naturalness. Through this tripartite analysis, the findings of the study reveal distinct approaches 
related to AI tools under scrutiny. DeepSeek frequently employs modulation as well as culturally 
adapted alternatives (e.g., “متبادلة  for “You scratch my back…”(Ex. 3 in the study)). This ”المصالح 
aligns closely with Nida’s emphasis on meaning preservation over literality. In contrast, ChatGPT 
often defaults to literal translations. Thus, it risks eroding idiomatic essence. The study reaches 
the conclusion that translators must critically evaluate outputs to ensure cultural fidelity. For 
example, translators must critically evaluate DeepSeek’s literal translation of the idiom “signing on 
the dotted line” (Ex. 9 in the study) as (“وقعوا على الخط المنقط”) and modify it to be “وقعوا على بياض”) 
to suit Arabic readers. Furthermore, the study advocates for a collaborative human-AI workflow 
(i.e., AI generates baseline translations and humans refine them through cultural vetting as well as 
stylistic adjustments).

Bio
Shaimaa Mohamed Helal is an assistant professor of Linguistics at Faculty of Language Studies, 
Arab Open University, Saudi Arabia. She mainly teaches courses of linguistics. Her current research 
interests are Discourse Analysis, Second Language Acquisition (SLA), Translation, Phonetics, and 
Phonology

AI Tools in Translation: Bridging 
Literalism and Cultural Fluency 
in English-Arabic Idioms – A 
Comparative Analysis of 
ChatGPT and DeepSeek

Shaimaa Helal
Arab Open University,
Saudi Arabia 
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Abstract
This study examines the adoption of English as a medium of instruction (EMI) in Algerian higher 
education (HE), a governmental initiative designed to enhance the global reputation of the country’s 
universities. It provides a critical assessment of the key challenges and essential factors shaping 
the effective implementation of EMI. The discussion centers on national policy frameworks and 
their influence on teacher preparation, curriculum design, and policy development. Additionally, 
the study investigates the role of both local and national committees in managing EMI integration, 
emphasizing their advisory functions as well as the limitations they encounter in ensuring 
adherence to regulations. Based on insights from 31 participants, including university instructors 
and students, the study highlights major obstacles such as inadequate English-language teaching 
resources, the marginalization of other languages, and the complexities associated with shifting 
to an English-based academic environment. Furthermore, it critiques the dominant emphasis on 
faculty training, which may come at the cost of improving students› English proficiency. Ultimately, 
this research advocates for a more balanced multilingual strategy to strengthen Algeria’s higher 
education system.

Bio
Salim Bouherar is an Associate Professor at Setif 2 University, Algeria. He holds a PhD in Applied 
Linguistics from the University of Middlesex, London, UK. His research interests include culture 
and teaching idioms, language planning and policy, language and politics, critical pedagogy, and 
critical theory in language policy. He has published research on communicative approach, idioms 
understanding and teaching, language planning and policy in Algeria and Arab World. He co-
authored two books published in 2021 and 2025.
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Abstract
The integration of video projects in EFL classrooms necessitates evaluation methods that 
transcend traditional linguistic assessments, capturing students› holistic communicative 
competence. This study investigates the effectiveness of a multimodal assessment framework 
in addressing this need. A quasi-experimental workshop, conducted at the International Dzair 
TESOL Conference, engaged 16 EFL teacher trainees. Participants explored assessment criteria 
encompassing visual, auditory, and textual modes through hands-on activities and student 
project analyses. Pre- and post-workshop questionnaires were utilized to measure shifts in their 
evaluation strategies. Results demonstrated a significant enhancement in trainees› ability to 
holistically evaluate video projects, moving beyond linguistic accuracy to recognize multimodal 
meaning-making. The workshop equipped educators with a structured framework, enabling 
them to assess the full spectrum of students› communicative abilities. This research highlights 
the critical importance of integrating multimodal assessment into EFL instruction, offering a 
practical and inclusive approach to evaluation. By providing educators with concrete strategies, 
this study supports the development of comprehensive evaluation practices that acknowledge 
the diverse communicative skills demonstrated in digital video projects. These findings offer 
valuable pedagogical insights for educators globally, advocating for the adoption of multimodal 
assessment to foster a more equitable and insightful evaluation of EFL student work.

Bio
Imane Tiaiba holds a PhD in Linguistics and the Didactics of English, along with a Magister degree 
in ESP: Business English. She is an Associate Professor (MCA) in the Department of English at Bordj 
Bou Arreridj University, where she coordinates Master’s studies and contributes to the Doctoral 
Training Committee. An avid researcher, conference participant, and reviewer in many journals, 
her scholarly interests encompass ESP, EAP, EMI, eLearning, and multimodal literacies.

Assessing EFL Students 
Projects in the Digital Age: 
A Multimodal Evaluation 
Framework

Imane Tiaiba
Bordj Bou Arreridj University,
Algeria 
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Abstract
Human society is aging globally. In 2020, the World Health Organization and the United Nations 
designated 2021-2030 as the Decade of Healthy Ageing, whose aim is to promote strategies to 
support older people’s well-being and active and healthy aging (WHO, 2020). Nowadays, thanks 
to neuropsychological research, it is known that learning can occur throughout life and that our 
brain is able to activate important cognitive compensation phenomena thanks to neurogenesis 
and neuroplasticity. In addition, recent studies have demonstrated that learning a new language 
in mature adulthood can develop more cognitive and neural reserve and can help to avoid or 
to slow cognitive decline and to contrast neurodegenerative diseases (Antoniou, 2013; Antoniou 
and Wright 2017; Bubbico et al., 2019). Even if it is evident that learning a new language can have 
positive effects on seniors’ wellbeing and quality of life by promoting active and healthy ageing, a 
specific language teaching methodology for seniors is not available so far. Despite recent studies 
on teaching languages to senior learners (Słowik-Krogulec, 2019; Derenowski, 2021; Borkowska, 
2022; van der Ploeg et al., 2023; Koutska, 2024), there is a considerable research gap in this field of 
language education. The present PhD study in progress aims to collect data about this new target 
learner group (65+) and the language teachers who teach seniors through two questionnaires 
submitted at a national level, and to investigate the impact of the role-play technique on senior 
learners’ Foreign Language Enjoyment (FLE), their Subjective Well-Being (SWB) and their 
Willingness to Communicate (WTC). During the presentation, after briefly introducing LLLL 
(Later-Life Language Learning), I will illustrate the mixed-methods research design and then, I 
will share data from the questionnaires and the preliminary results from the pilot study and, if 
available, the results of the experimental study.

Bio
Tiziana Lorenzet is a PhD candidate in Language Sciences at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, Italy. 
Research interests include neuro-education, positive psychology, positive language education, 
universal design for learning, material development, learning methodologies, later-life language 
learning, and mixed methods research.
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Research Study

Tiziana Lorenzet
Ca’ Foscari University of Venice
Italy 
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Abstract
This colloquium aims to highlight the potential of multimodal input (a combination of written 
text, audio, and pictures) in enhancing a variety of skills, with a particular focus on L2 vocabulary 
development. In many L2 classrooms, reading materials are accompanied by audio and/or 
pictures (as in graded readers) to provide learners with richer exposure to L2 input. This colloquium 
seeks to deepen our understanding of why multimodal input may offer greater advantages than 
unimodal input, and how different input modalities influence the course of L2 development—an 
essential step toward making informed recommendations about their use and effectiveness.
The first talk explores the psycholinguistic aspects, showing how learners process vocabulary 
when exposed to a multimodal input. The second talk will present empirical findings from a study 
investigating how input modality—listening-only versus multimodal input affects the acquisition of 
English idioms among both L1 and L2 learners. The third talk focuses on pedagogical applications, 
offering insights into how educators can integrate multimodal resources into their teaching 
strategies to create more engaging and effective classrooms.
The colloquium will conclude with a Q&A session, offering the audience an opportunity to ask 
questions and share their research ideas.

First Talk
Processing L2 Vocabulary in Multimodal Input: Insights into Cognitive 
Mechanisms
Dr. Sara Alotaibi

In this talk, I will explore how L2 learners process vocabulary in multimodal input. Drawing on 
recent studies, I will present psycholinguistic evidence demonstrating how processing patterns 
are impacted by the simultaneous presentation of written and spoken input, offering insights into 
the mechanisms that underlie learning in multimodal input. 

Input Modalities and Second 
Language Learning: From 
Processing to Pedagogy

Moderator:
Dr. Sara Alotaibi
Assistant Professor, English Language 
Institute, University of Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia 
Research interests: formulaic language 
acquisition and processing in the L2

LCR2025 Invited 
Colloquium 
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Second Talk
How input modality (listening-only (LO) vs. multimodal (MM)) affects idiom 
learning in L2 English
Dr. Ghozayel Elotteebi
Jubail Industrial College, Royal Commission in Jubail and Yanbu, Saudi Arabia 

In this talk, I will present the findings of my study investigating how input modality- listening-only 
versus multimodal- affects idiom learning in English, comparing L1 and L2 learners. Addressing 
gaps in MWU research, it explores the role of imagery, listening and proficiency in shaping learning 
outcomes under controlled experimental conditions.

Dr. Ghozayel Elotteebi is an Assistant Professor and researcher in applied linguistics with a focus 
on idiom learning and the role of multimodal and unimodal input in vocabulary development. 
My research interests include how input modality and learner proficiency influence vocabulary 
development. 

Third talk
GenAI-Assisted Digital Multimodal Composing in Language Teacher 
Education
Benjamin Luke Moorhouse
Department of English, City University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China 

In this talk, I will discuss ways language teacher educators can capitalise on the capabilities of 
GenAI to implement Digital Multimodal Composing (DMC) projects into their courses. I’ll argue 
that GenAI-assisted DMC projects can help equip teachers with multimodal and digital literacies – 
essential for language teaching today. 

Benjamin Luke Moorhouse is an Associate Professor in the Department of English, City University 
of Hong Kong. His research examines the impact of GenAI on TESOL. He has published in TESOL 
Quarterly, System, ELTJ, and RELC Journal. Stanford University ranked him among the world’s top 
2% cited scholars (2022–2024).
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Abstract  
Multimodality examines how visual, auditory, linguistic, and interactive modes combine to convey 
meaning, mirroring real-world communication. This approach is pivotal for understanding 
language and communication dynamics. With advancements in Artificial Intelligence (AI), 
multimodality now oCers innovative tools that enrich research and revolutionize ESL (English as 
a Second Language) education.AI-powered tools amplify sensory engagement, adapt to diverse 
learning styles, and promote inclusivity. For researchers, these technologies unlock new insights 
into how multimodality enhances language acquisition, retention, and engagement.AI Tools for 
Multimodal Teaching Several advanced AI platforms elevate traditional ESL teaching and research 
tools:
•	 ELSA Speak oCers real-time pronunciation feedback, merging auditory and visual inputs to 

improve spoken English.
•	 Immerse, a VR platform, creates interactive environments for practicing real-world English, 

enhancing learning through immersion.
•	 Synthesiauses AI avatars to deliver personalized video lessons, blending text, visuals, and 

audio.
•	 Flip grid supports video discussions with AI transcription and feedback, boosting speaking and 

listening skills.

Beyond Words: Multimodal 
AI Solutions for ESL Growth
Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey, 
USA

Howaida Wahby Eraky, 
Haemee Ahn & Fiona Hu
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Bio  
Howaida Wahby Eraky, Ph.D. Assistant Professor of English, the Writing Program Director of 
Rutgers English Language Institute English Department, School of Arts and Sciences Rutgers, 
The State University of New Jersey Dr. Wahby Eraky is Director of Rutgers English Language 
Institute and Assistant Professor at SAS. She expands English programs for multilingual students 
and leads global recruitment. Formerly Assistant Dean at Ocean County College, she advanced 
international collaborations with Egyptian universities. With 16+ years’ experience, she specializes 
in ESP, EAP, and online course design. Her research centers on multimodal discourse and visual 
grammar, and she serves as a peer reviewer and advisor on academic work.

Haemee Ahn has been an instructor, mentor, supporter, and academic advisor in the Intensive 
English program at Rutgers University since 2014. Her areas of teaching include Intensive English 
for Academic Discourse (IEAD), English for Academic Purposes-Writing Across Cultures (I), 
Media, Current Events, and Critical Thinking, Exploring American Identities, International Student 
Transition Seminar (ISTS) I & II, and Intensive English Language courses. One of the key courses 
she has taught and coordinated is the TOEFL iBT Specialized Test Prep course. Additionally, 
she actively engages with the Korean and Asian communities to promote linguistic and ethnic 
diversity as an instructor with multicultural experiences.

Fiona Hu has been an ESL/EAL instructor for 10 years and has been a part of Rutgers University 
in some shape or form since 2008. She decided to become a teacher after several friends and 
instructors encouraged her to do so and thus, her teaching journey began at weekend Chinese 
schools and observing classes through her coursework. Her degrees include BAs in Linguistics 
and Chinese, as well as an MEd in Language Education. While it has been a challenging adventure, 
Fiona absolutely loves being a teacher. She loves the connections that are made with the students, 
always gets excited seeing them improve, and admires the hard work her students put into their 
learning and everything she can learn from them! She cannot ever see herself not being a teacher 
or some way in education.
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Abstract 
The session will commence with an exploration of existing research linking multimodality in 
language teaching to neuroplasticity. It will attempt to deconstruct the intricacies of neuroplasticity 
and its potential in facilitating language Learning. The session will also deal with the redefinition 
of multimodality in the context of the current boom in AI-facilitated learning. It will delve into 
the possibilities of leveraging Generative AI to develop dynamic multimodal teaching strategies 
that can enhance second/ foreign language acquisition through neuroplasticity. The session 
will investigate how current multimodal language learning techniques can help with targeted 
practice to facilitate complex cognitive processes such as neurogenesis and synaptogenesis to 
facilitate a more holistic language learning experience. The session will end with a spotlight on 
research possibilities for a more seamless and ethical integration of current multimodal strategies 
in harnessing neuroplasticity for better language acquisition.

Bio 
Lubna Omer from ELI (KAU) has M.A., a CELTA and DELTA. She is a Cambridge certified teacher 
trainer and coordinator of the Curriculum and Testing Section at ELI, Women’s main campus. She 
is also a Cambridge-certified examiner. A voracious writer and an ardent presenter herself, she 
is passionately involved in empowering learners to become better English writers and speakers. 
As a member of the Saudi TESOL Board of directors, she believes that enhancing teachers’ 
professional development is the best way to help the learners of the language.

Multimodality and 
Neuroplasticity in ELT: 
Prospects and Implications
Saudi TESOL, Saudi Arabia 

Lubna Omer
DAY 01
15:30-16:30 (12:30 – 13:30 GMT)
ROOM 02
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Abstract 
The use of large language models has brought tremendous opportunities and challenges to 
translation practice and research. Following an introductory account of the development as 
well as the main features of large language models, this article analyzes the impact their use has 
made on translation research and goes on to speculate on the future of translation studies as a 
result of this new development. It concludes that the use of large language models in translation 
practice has brought many changes to the subjects of translation and the attributes of translated 
texts, forcing translation scholars to rethink a wide range of issues concerning translation ethics, 
translator subjectivity, translator styles and ideology in translation, and it has also brought about 
changes in methodology of translation research, ushering in a growing trend toward data-driven 
and visualization-based approaches.

Bio 
HU Kaibao is the assistant president of Shanghai International Studies University and the Dean of 
the Institute of Corpus Studies and Applications. He is the editor-in-chief of the journal of Corpus-
based Studies Across Humanities (De Gruyter), and member of the editorial board of the journal 
Corpora. He is a professor of Translation Studies, and his main research interests are corpus-
based translation studies and discourse analysis. He has published more than 120 articles on 
corpus-based translation studies and discourse analysis and has been involved in the compilation 
of the English-Chinese Parallel Corpora of Shakespeare’s Plays, Chinese-English Conference 
Interpreting Corpus, Modern English-Chinese and Chinese-English Parallel Corpora, and ten 
other bilingual or multilingual corpora in the past few years.

Muhammad Afzaal joined the institute of Corpus Studies and Applications, Shanghai International 
Studies University, China after gaining his PhD at the Shanghai Jiao Tong University, China and 
extensive research fellow experience at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong, and 
seven years teaching experience at Foundation University Islamabad, Pakistan. His PhD research 
includes a corpus-based analysis of discourses on the Belt and Road Initiative. He received the 
Yang Yongman research award from Shanghai Jiao Tong University›s graduate school in China. 
Afzaal’s research interests include topics in the areas of corpus linguistics, discourse analysis, 
critical discourse analysis, translation studies, and, more particularly the integration of language 
sciences with NLP and big data.

Large Language Models and 
Translation Studies: Impact 
and Prospect
Institute of Language Sciences (Shanghai 
International Studies University), China

HU Kaibao &
Muhammad Afzaal

DAY 01
15:30-16:30 (12:30 – 13:30 GMT)
ROOM 03
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Abstract 
The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching, Assessment 
(CEFR) was developed by the Council of Europe and first published in 2001. It has since evolved 
significantly and new volumes have been published; most recently, the CEFR Companion Volume 
(CEFR/CV) in 2020. The CEFR aims to provide the basis for L2 learning, teaching, and assessment 
of European languages. However, it has been widely used around the world in non-European 
contexts. 

In this workshop I present a case study of the application of the CEFR to bilingual written corpus in 
Arabic and English. The corpus is produced by first year students at Zayed University in the UAE. 
The workshop describes the process of rating the corpus, outlines the practical implications of 
the application of the CEFR to the bilingual written corpus and presents an overview of students’ 
performance mapped across the six CEFR levels, and discusses the need for a framework similar 
to the CEFR for the learning, teaching and assessment in the Arab world.

Bio 
Aziza Zaher is Associate Professor in Arabic Studies at Durham University›s School of Modern 
Languages and Cultures and a Senior Fellow of the Higher Education Academy. She holds a 
PhD in critical discourse analysis, MA in linguistics, and a Postgraduate Certificate in Learning 
and Teaching in Higher Education.  Her research interests include teaching Arabic as a foreign 
language, translation, linguistics, discourse analysis, critical discourse analysis, and the application 
of CEFR to Arabic.  She has co-authored several publications, including three books: Working with 
Arabic Prepositions (2020), Chambers Arabic Vocabulary (2009), and Chambers Arabic Grammar 
(2009), and published several articles and book chapters. She has delivered keynotes, organised 
workshops and given presentations at many conferences.  

A Case Study of the 
Application of CEFR to 
Arabic-English Written 
Corpus
Durham University, UK

Aziza Zaher
DAY 02
13:30-14:30 (10:30-11:30 GMT)
ROOM 01
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Abstract
This one-hour workshop investigates the role of AI-generated imagery in shaping mediatized 
memory and multimodal representations of conflict. As generative systems such as Midjourney 
and DALL·E become embedded in the visual economies of war, they do not merely illustrate 
violence but actively participate in reconfiguring what is remembered, who is seen, and how 
conflict is narrated. Anchored in critical multimodal discourse analysis and theories of machine 
vision, the workshop explores how AI-generated images disembed representation from cultural 
specificity, producing aesthetically coherent yet decontextualized visions of war. These images 
often reinforce hegemonic memory regimes while occluding the local, material, and affective 
textures of lived conflict. Drawing on case studies from Gaza and Ukraine, the session examines 
the epistemic and ethical implications of machine-mediated storytelling in the algorithmic 
age. The workshop further considers how speculative design methodologies and post-digital 
storytelling practices can reorient narrative agency toward peacebuilding. Emphasizing 
memory, repair, and cultural continuity, it highlights alternative visualities and grassroots-
authored stories that resist the extractive logic of platform-based visual production. In doing so, 
the session positions multimodality not only as a mode of analysis but as a critical framework for 
intervening in the politics of visibility and designing ethically attuned media futures.

Machine Vision, Memory, and Peacebuilding: 
Exploring Multimodal Strategies for Post-Digital 
Storytelling in Conflict Zones
Language and Communication Research Virtual Lab 
(Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime
Transport), Egypt 

Nashwa Elyamany
DAY 02
13:30-14:30 (10:30-11:30 GMT)
ROOM 02

MULTIMODALITY IN LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION : UNLOCKING RESEARCH POTENTIALS6th       International Symposium on Language and Communication Research 50BOOK OF ABSTRACTS



Bio 
Nashwa Elyamany, Associate Dean of Graduate Studies and Scientific Research at the 
College of Language and Communication, Smart Village Campus, is a dedicated scholar and 
interdisciplinary researcher in applied linguistics and multimodal discourse. With over a decade 
of experience as a certified IELTS Speaking Examiner, her academic journey has been marked 
by a commitment to advancing language education and fostering intercultural communication. 
she began her career with a strong foundation in linguistics and applied language studies, which 
evolved into a passion for exploring the intersections of language, media, and technology. She 
has held several key academic leadership roles, including Head of the Languages Department 
and Associate Dean for Training and Community Service, where she spearheaded initiatives that 
bridged academic excellence with community impact. Her scholarly work reflects a dynamic 
engagement with diverse fields, ranging from Cognitive Linguistics and Stylistics to Forensic 
Linguistics, Digital Humanities, Computer Vision, and Natural Language Processing. She has 
contributed over 40 research publications to internationally recognized journals and edited two 
special issues for Multimodal Communication and Language and Semiotic Studies (De Gruyter). 
Her interdisciplinary expertise and methodological rigor have earned her numerous scientific 
publication awards and invitations to present at prestigious conferences in Egypt, Greece, the 
UK, Spain, Saudi Arabia, and Jordan. A recognized voice in multimodal critical discourse analysis 
and American culture and media studies, her research spans the critical analysis of political 
and motivational speeches, digital storytelling, translanguaging in media, and the aesthetics of 
television advertisements, docu-dramas, and forensic crime dramas. She is also at the forefront 
of studying post-human narratives in science and climate fiction films, as well as the emerging 
fields of conversational AI and virtual influencers. In her current role, she continues to mentor 
graduate students, lead cutting-edge interdisciplinary projects, and contribute to shaping 
the future of language and communication studies. Known for her scholarly innovation and 
strategic vision, Nashwa Elyamany exemplifies academic leadership in a rapidly evolving digital 
and multimodal landscape.
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LCR2025
STRAND COORDINATORS

Strand Coordinator Affiliation Country

Bilingualism Dr. Kholoud Al-Thubaiti Umm Al-Qura University Saudi Arabia 

Communication 
Studies Dr. Hala Ismail Prince Sultan University Saudi Arabia 

Discourse Analysis
Dr. Aisha Al-Subhi Umm Al-Qura University Saudi Arabia 

Dr. Reema Albilehi King AbdulAziz Medical 
City Saudi Arabia 

Language 
Assessment and 
Evaluation

Dr. Inas Hussein
Arab Academy for 
Science, Technology 
and Maritime Transport 
(AASTMT)

Egypt

Language Literacy 
Studies Dr. Hmoud Alotaibi Shaqra University Saudi Arabia 

Language Policy Prof. Hala Dalbani Prince Sultan University Saudi Arabia 

Language Teaching 
and Technology Dr. Norah Almusharraf Prince Sultan University Saudi Arabia 

Second Language 
Acquisition Dr. Ali H. Al-Hoorie Saudi TESOL Saudi Arabia 

Sociolinguistics
Dr. Iman Mahfouz

Arab Academy for 
Science, Technology 
and Maritime Transport 
(AASTMT)

Egypt

Dr. Najla Alghamdi Taif University Saudi Arabia 

Stylistics Dr. Nashwa Al-Yamany 
Arab Academy for 
Science, Technology 
and Maritime Transport 
(AASTMT)

Egypt

Translation and 
Interpretation 
Studies

Dr. Shadiah H. Sheikh
King Saud University 
(former) and Dar Al Uloom 
University (former)

Saudi Arabia 

Vocabulary Studies Dr. Suhad Sonbul Umm Al-Qura University Saudi Arabia 
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Reviewer Affiliation Country

Prof. Dina El-Dakhs Prince Sultan University KSA

Prof. Ghaleb Rabab'ah University of Sharjah UAE

Prof. Hadeer Abouelnagah Prince Sultan University Saudi Arabia

Prof. Muhammad Mohsen Najran University Saudi Arabia

Dr. Abbas Brashi Umm A-Qura University KSA

Dr. Abdullah AlAmer King Faisal University Saudi Arabia

Dr. Afnan Farooqui Umm A-Qura University KSA

Dr. Ahlam Ahmed Othman British University in Egypt & Al-
Azhar University Egypt

Dr. Alaa Alzahrani Independent researcher KSA

Dr. Amjaad Almarwaey Umm A-Qura University KSA

Dr. Ana Pellicer-Sanchez UCL UK

Dr. Basim Alamri King AbdulAziz University Saudi Arabia

Dr. Daniel Bailey Konkuk University Korea 

Dr. Ebtesam Abdulhaleem King Salman Global Academy 
for Arabic Language Saudi Arabia

Dr. Faten AlArjani Prince Sultan University Saudi Arabia

Dr. Fawaz Qasem University of Bisha KSA

Dr. Ghadeer Milibary Umm A-Qura University KSA

Dr. Hanady Abdulaziz Alfalig King Saud University Saudi Arabia

Dr. Khadija M. Assulaimi Umm A-Qura University KSA

Dr. Maha Al-Harthi Princess Nourah Bint 
Abdulrahman University Saudi Arabia
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Dr. Nada AlMazroa Prince Sultan University Saudi Arabia
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Dr. Sameer Aljabri Umm A-Qura University KSA
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Registration Links
The symposium has four virtual rooms. You need to register 
before the symposium. Registration is available on a first-
come, first-served basis. Please, include your name in the 
registration link as you wish to have it on the certificate.

LCR2025 Website
https://www.psu.edu.sa/en/CSH/LCR2025 

LCRL website
https://ric.psu.edu.sa/allab-lab.php

LCRL Twitter
@LCRL_PSU    #PSULCR2025

LCRL email 
LCRL@psu.edu.sa

Day 02 
https://tinyurl.com/LCR2025Day2Room1

Room 01

Day 01 
https://tinyurl.com/LCR2025Day1Room2

Day 02 
https://tinyurl.com/LCR2025Day2Room2

Room 02

Day 01 
https://tinyurl.com/LCR2025Day1Room3

Day 02 
https://tinyurl.com/LCR2025Day2Room3

Room 03

Day 01 
https://tinyurl.com/LCR2025Day1Room4

Day 02 
https://tinyurl.com/LCR2025Day2Room4

Room 04

Day 1 
https://tinyurl.com/LCR2025Day1Room1
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